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What is a Quiet Zone?
 A segment of a railroad corridor where the train operator 

has the option to not sound its horn.
 Pre-rule crossing of October 9, 1996, then Interim Final Rule 

issued by Federal Rail  Administration (FRA) on quiet zone 
on December 2003

 Jurisdiction of Quiet Zones fall under the Federal Railroad 
Administration (FRA).



Who applies for a Quiet Zone?
 Local City is the lead agency (Authorized Agency) to 

file an application.
 Support from the user rail agencies (FEC & Brightline)



Establishing a Quiet Zone

 Zone is at least half mile in distance. 
 Update the FRA Inventory/Conduct Site Survey.
 Zone may require upgrades with Supplemental 

Safety Mearsures (SSMs) or Alternative Safety 
Measures (ASMs)

 The Quiet Zone Risk Index (QZRI) is below the Risk 
Index With Horns (RIWH) with established SSM.

 Use Quiet Zone Calculator to determine the QZRI
 Conduct field diagnostic to verify the SSMs.
 File the Notice of Establishment



City of Palm Bay 
Quiet Zone Rail Corridor

 Brevard County – Total City/County/State = 49 crossings
 Palm Bay has three railroad crossings at the following:

 Hessey Avenue
 Palm Bay Road
 Port Malabar Boulevard



Town of Malabar 
Quiet Zone Rail Corridor

 Malabar has two railroad crossings at the following:
 Malabar Road - State
 Jordan Road - Private



What are Supplemental Safety Measures (SSM) ?

 Four Quadrant Crossing Gates
 Median Islands
 One Way Street
 Street Closures
 Wayside Horns



Railroad Quad Gates



Port Malabar Rail Crossing 
SSM with two gates and median islands



Crossing Inventory Update
 Update the FRA Inventory for Quiet Zones
 Inventory Record Update includes:

 Contact FRA agent
 Increase in trains with 32 Brightline Trains
 Identify SSM for the three crossings
 Confirm number of trains at each crossing
 Provide Average Daily Traffic (ADT) volume:

 Hessey – 312 vehicles
 Palm Bay – 9800 vehicles
 Port Malabar – 11990 vehicle

 Perform a field diagnostic with FRA, FEC and Brightline



Quiet Zone Calculator
Risk Index



Quiet Zone Notification
Once a public authority has successfully established a quiet zone 
either through public authority designation or through FRA approval, 
it must provide written notice to several parties. These parties 
include the following:

 All railroads operating over the public rail grade crossings within 
the quiet zone,

 The highway authority, or the law enforcement authority with 
jurisdiction over motor vehicle traffic at the quiet zone crossings,

 Landowners with control over any private crossings within the 
quiet zone,

 The State agency responsible for highway and road safety, and
 FRA Administrator.
 All notices must be provided by certified mail, return receipt 

requested.



Where do we go from here?

1. File the Notice of Intent (NOI) for a Quiet Zone (QZ).

2. Complete the FRA inventory record update for Hessey, Ave, 
Palm Bay Rd, and Port Malabar Blvd

3. Schedule a field review with Diagnostic Review Team (DRT) 
to include FRA, FEC and Brightline for all three crossings.

4. Review period of 60 days 

5. File the Notice of Establishment (NOE)

6. After 21 days from NOE submittal, the QZ is official.



Any Questions
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